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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all piior versions and listings of claims in the applicatioi). 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-25 (Cancelled) 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended): A metiiod for recovering an image from a document having 
an image, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a document having an at least partially light-transmissive first layer 
and a second layer located below the first layer, the second layer including at least one image; 

(b) illuminating the image with a light source; 

(c) recovering the image with a video image receiver to provide a source image; 

(d) comparing the sourc e imago with at l e oat on e gtor e d imago that is stored in q 
Qomputc r determinin g a ty pe of the document based on the source image ; m4 

(o) proT i iding on output signal-comp ri oing information about the aouro e image 

(e) illuminating the at least partially lifiht-transmissive first layer with the light 
source based on the detcnmined type of the document: and 

(f> recQverinfija second imaae from the at least partially light-transmissive first 

layer. 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 26, wherein the im«^e within the 
second laver comprises at least one of typewritten characters, printing, a bar code, a photograph, 
or handvwiting* 

Claim 28 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 26, wherein the light source emits 
light within the visible portion of the spectrum. 

Claim 29 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 26, wherein the light source emits 
light within the infrared portion of the spectrum, 
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Claim 30 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 29, wherein the image withm the 
second laver i s visible to the video image receiver under infrared light. 

Claim 3 1 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 26, wherein the light source emits 
light within the ultraviolet portion of the spectrum. 

Claim 32 (Cuncntly Amended); The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the image within the 
second laver is visible to the video image receiver xinder ultraviolet light. 

Claim 33 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 26, wherein the light source emits 
polarized light 

Claims 34-35 (Canceled). 

Claim 36 (Cuncntly Amended): The method of claim 26> wherein the method further 
comprises: 

(gX[[(f)]] sending the output signal to a personal computer. 

Claim 37 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 26, wherein the document is a 
passport or an identification card. 
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Claim 38 (Cuircntly Amended): A method for recovering an image from a document having 
an image, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a document having an at least partially light-transmissive jfirst layer and a 
second layer located below the first layer, the second layer including at least one image; 

(b) illumiTiating the image with a light source; 

(c) recovering the image with a video image receiver to provide a source image; 

(d) e omporing the Gouroo imago with at looct one atorod imag e that is gtorod in a comput e r 
determining a type of the document based on the source image : md 

( o) providing on output signal comprioing information about the oou ro e imog e ; 
f identifying an expected type of the at least p artially light-transmissive first laver based 
on the determined type of the document; 

ff> illuminating the at least partially light-transmissive first lav er with the light source: 

and 

(g> determining whether an actual type of the at least nartiallv light-transmissive first 
layer is the same as the expected tvpe > 

Claim 39 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 38, wherein the image within the 
second laver comprises ai least one of typewxitten characters, printing, a bar code, a photograph, 
or handwriting. 

Claim 40 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 38, wherein the light source emits 
light within the visible portion of the spectrum. 

Claim 41 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 38, wherein the light source emits 
light within the infrared portion of the spectrum. 

Claim 42 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 41, wherein the im^e within the , 
second laver i s visible to the video image receiver under infrared light. 
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Claim 43 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 38, wherein the light source emits 
light within the ultraviolet portion of the spectrum. 

Claijn 44 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 43, wherein the image within the 
second layer is visible to the video image receiver under ultraviolet light. 

Claim 45 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 38, wherein the light source emits 
polarized light. 

Claim 46^7 (Canceled). 

Claim 48 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 38, wherein the method further 
comprises: 

(f) sending the output signal to a personal computer. 

Claim 49 (Previously Presented): ITie method of claim 38, wherein the document is a 
passport or an identification card. 

Claim SO (New): The method of claim 26, wherein illuminating the at least partially light- 
transmissive first layer based on the determined type of the document comprises illuminating the 
at least partially light-transmissivc first layer with the light source to identify a type of the at least 
partially light-transmissive first layer. 

Claim 5 1 (New): The method of claim 50, wherein illuminating the at least partially light- 
transmissive first layer to identify a type of the at least partially light-transmissive first layer 
comprises: 

illuminating the at least partially light-transmissive first layer with the light source at a 
low intensity to invoke a visual response; and 

determining the type of the at least partially light-transmissive first layer based on the 
visual response. 
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Claim 52 (New): The method of clmm SO, further comprising comparing the identified type 
of the at least partially light-transmissive first layer with an expected type of the at least partially 
Jight-transmissive first layer that is associated with the type of document. 

Claim 53 (New): The method of claim 50, wherein identifying a type of the at least partially 
light-transmissive first layer comprises identifying the at least partially light-transmissive first 
layer as one of a retroreflective laminate and a polyester laminate. 

Claim 54 (New): The method of claim 50, further comprising adjusting the intensity of the 
light source based on the identified t>pe of the at least partially light-transmissive first layer to 
recover the second image. 

Claim 55 (New): The method of claim 26, further comprising comparing the second image 
to a stored reference image. 

Claim 56 (New): The method of claim 26, wherein determining a type of the document 
comprises decoding the source image into a computer-compatible code representative of the type 
of the document 

Claim 57 (New): The method of claim 56, fiirther comprising looking up the code in a 
reference table to determine an expected type of the at least partially light-transmissive first layer 
associated with the code. 

Claim 58 (New): The method of claim 26, wherein determining a type of the document 
comprises determining a country of origin of the document. 
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